


 

 

 

 

 

 

         Fig 2.  Stylar (lower) end greening of Nagpur 

mandarin fruits 

 

Fig 1. Classic blotchy mottle symptom    

due to citrus greening disease 

 in Mosambi sweet orange leaf. 

                                    

The disease is caused due to a unculturable  bacterium , called as Candidatus Liberibacter 

asiatius which inhabit the phloem tissue of infected  citrus tree. The bacteria spread through 

infected planting material from the nursery, and also from one plant to other through an insect 

pest called as Citrus psylla (Diaphorina  citri), a vector. It reduces the production and quality of 

fruit. Ensuring disease-free planting material, control of Citrus Psylla , providing enhanced 

nutrition and correct water management are the only practical solutions available today for 

controlling the disease.  

Following guidelines may be followed for the successful management of citrus greening disease:  

Use of disease-free nursery planting material through budwood cetification programme. Through 

proper indexing programme greening-free parent trees should be selected for budwood. 

Regulatory (quarantine) measures should be strengthened to limit movement, sale and use of 

infected budwood or nursery stock. Strict control of nurseries through registered disease-free 

certification scheme is essential to prevent the spread of disease. 

Integrated application of Tetracycline hydrochloride 600 ppm (6 g / 10 litres water) + ZnSO4  + 

FeSO4 (200 g each).Tetracycline hydrochloride should be applied as foliar 
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